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Financial Aid Checklist 
 

College can be more affordable than many families expect, thanks to financial aid. Use this step-by-step 
checklist to navigate the financial aid process and maximize the support available for your education. 
 
 

 
 
 

• Submit your application to Texas Southmost College at  https://www.applytexas.org/ 
 
 
 
 

• Obtain your FSA ID 
Your FSA ID is your log in for FAFSA and serves as your legal signature. 

 

• Go to https://studentaid.gov to create your FSA ID. 
• If your parent or spouse must provide information, they need their own FSA ID. 
• No Social Security number? They can still create an account. 
• Be sure to save your FSA ID log in, as you will need it every year to reapply. 

You’ll Need: Social Security number (if available), name, birth date, address, and email. 

• Complete the FAFSA  
• Submit your FAFSA each year at https://studentaid.gov  
• TSC’s school code is 030646. 
• Have on hand: bank balances, investments (not your home), and business or farm assets (if 

applicable). 
 

Required FAFSA Enrollment Periods Required Tax & Income 
Information 

2025-2026 FAFSA Fall 2025, Spring 2026 & Summer 2026 2023 Federal Tax Return 
Information 

2026-2027 FAFSA Fall 2026, Spring 2027 & Summer 2027 2024 Federal Tax Return 
Information 

 
 
 
• Request your TSC Self-Service login from your Enrollment/Success Coach 
• Check your TSC email regularly for updates from Financial Aid. 
• View any missing documents under TSC Self-Service → Financial Aid → Action Needed. 

 
• Complete your admissions process and declare your program of study with your coach. 

 
• Special Programs- Some Texas residents may qualify for exemptions that allow them to attend a public 

college without paying tuition or, in some cases, tuition and fees. 
• Complete the Special Programs Request Form through TSC Website for the program that applies to 

you https://www.tsc.edu/student-resources/student-services/financial-aid/types-of-aid/  
• Learn more at http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa.cfm?Kind=E 

Step 3- Financial Aid Status 

Step 2- Apply for FAFSA 

Step 1- Apply for Admissions 

Step 4- Additional Aid Available 

https://www.applytexas.org/
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.tsc.edu/student-resources/student-services/financial-aid/types-of-aid/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa.cfm?Kind=E
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• Scholarships 

• Scholarship cycle typically opens every October 1st with a deadline of April 1st.   
• Apply at: https://www.tsc.edu/student-resources/student-services/financial-aid/scholarships/  

• Requesting Federal Student Loans 
• Log in to TSC Self-Service → Financial Aid → Request a New Loan 
• Follow the email instructions once offered. 

 

  
 
• Log in to TSC Self-Service → Financial Aid to review your Offer Letter and Awards. 
• If you accept student loans, complete the following steps at www.studentaid.gov  

• Online Loan Entrance Counseling 
• Sign the Master Promissory Note (MPN) 

 
 
 

• Visit your coach for assistance on registering for your classes  
• Enroll in courses under your active program of study—Financial Aid won’t cover classes that are not part 

of your active program of study. 
 

Financial Aid Enrollment Status: 
• 1–5 credits: Less than half-time  
• 6–8 credits: Half-time  

• 9–11 credits: Three-quarter time  
• 12+ credits: Full-time 

 
 
 

• Financial aid funds are disbursed at least 10 days before classes begin to cover tuition. 
• Refunds are released by the Business Office through the option you selected in BankMobile. 
• Partial refunds are issued during the first week of classes, and the remaining balance is released after 

census day (the 12th class day). 
• The Business Office will email you with additional refund details. For more information, contact them at 

(956) 295-3600 or email cashiers@tsc.edu  
 

 

To remain eligible for Title IV federal financial aid, students must meet the following requirements: 
• GPA: Maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA 
• Completion Rate: Successfully complete at least 67% of attempted courses 
• Maximum Timeframe: Complete your program within 150% of the required credit hours 

 

Withdrawing or Dropping Courses 
• If you withdraw after receiving federal grants or loans, TSC is required by law to recalculate your 

eligibility and may have to return a portion of your funds. 
• This could result in a balance owed to the college. 
• Withdrawing or dropping classes may also affect your SAP status and future financial aid eligibility 

 

✅ Always contact your coach before withdrawing or dropping a course for more information. 
 
*Texas Southmost College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its 

programs and activities, including financial aid. 

Step 5- Review Financial Aid Awards 

Step 7- Disbursements and Refunds 

Step 6- Register for Classes 

Step 8- Maintain your Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) 

https://www.tsc.edu/student-resources/student-services/financial-aid/scholarships/
http://www.studentaid.gov/
mailto:cashiers@tsc.edu
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